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ABSTRACT

This research aims to 1) study the physical, biological, social, and economic
impacts of the gold and copper mining project in Vilabuli District, Savannakhet
Province, Lao People's Democratic Republic. 2) study the problem-solving strategies of
communities affected by the gold and copper mining project. Data were collected from
265 sample groups and 31participants who provided information on participatory
approaches to address the impacts of the project. The research instruments used were
questionnaires and structured interviews. Statistics used for data analysis included
percentages, means, standard deviations, and content analysis.

The results revealed that:

1. The overall physical, biological, social, and economic impacts of the
gold and copper mining project in Vilabuli District, Savannakhet Province, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, were at a high level. When considering each aspect, the aspects
with the highest average scores were physical, social and economic, followed by the
biological aspect respectively.

2. Problem-solving strategies for communities affected by the gold and
copper mining project in Vilabuli District, Savannakhet Province. Lao People's

Democratic Republic were as follow:



2.1 Physical aspect were Impact management, vibration reduction,
and environmental impact reduction to enable communities to safely coexist with
potentially risky activities, along with enhancing public participation by providing
opportunities for communities to monitor the situation and propose improvements.
Systematic fire prevention was an important mechanism for reducing losses, building
safety knowledge, and preparing for emergency response. This included engineering
infrastructure rehabilitation and ecological restoration, which emphasized community
participations for sustainability.

2.2 Biological aspect were conservation and restoration of aquatic
resources, including the development of community-based management systems to
preserve biodiversity. Restoring ecosystems and wildlife sanctuaries assisted to
maintain a balance between nature and natural resources, and encourage community
participation in the conservation process for livestock through assistance, rehabilitation,
and the development of systems in order to prevent potential impacts from disasters or
risky activities.

2.3 Social and Economic aspects were creating safety knowledge to
increase public awareness of risks, revitalizing community economies, generating
income, strengthening communities, fostering cooperation, and promoting integrated
plans to ensure efficient resource utilization, manage transportation systems, and
promote community awareness which were the key foundation for sustainable

development.

Keywords: Community problem solving quideline, Gold and copper mining,

Lao People's Democratic Republic
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